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MESSAGE FROM
THE CHAIRMAN

O

n behalf of the Islam
Channel team, it gives
me immense pleasure
to welcome you to the Islam
Channel Eid Gala Dinner 2022.
This year’s event has a particular
significance and resonance
for us, as it marks our return
to hosting events at the heart
of the community, after an
enforced hiatus due to the global
pandemic. We know that for
many of you, Islam Channel
took on a special significance
during this time, bringing you
together as families and as part
of the community at a time when
we were not able to meet in
person; uniting you in prayer, in
reflection and in celebration. This
responsibility is a privilege which
we all take very seriously and as
much as anything, this event is
about thanking you all for the
trust, which you continue to place
in us.
We are delighted, once again, to
be able to resume our place here,
in the midst of so many friends
and supporters.
We would like to send our best
wishes to Muslims in the UK and
around the world celebrating the

festival of Eid al-Fitr. Ramadan
is a time of fasting, prayer,
contemplation and spiritual
renewal and we pray that this
special month has been a blessed
one for you, your loved ones and
all those around you.
Our Eid Gala Dinner is an
opportunity to celebrate not only
the Islamic Festival of Eid but also
the outstanding achievements
and contributions made by
Muslims in the UK and around
the world, as you will see from
the high calibre of speakers and
entertainers here with us tonight.
Please join me in thanking all
those who have contributed
to this event: our esteemed
sponsors, supporters, our
audience and our friends for
joining us in this celebration, as
well as the Islam Channel and
Islam Channel Urdu teams who
have worked hard to create this
event.
We look forward to hosting you
for many years to come.

Mohamed Ali
Chairman, Islam Channel
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I N T R O DU C T IO N

EID GALA
DINNER

I

slam Channel, in
partnership with Action
for Humanity and the
European Muslim Forum, is
pleased to welcome you to
its Eid Gala Dinner 2022 at
the London Marriott Hotel
Grosvenor Square.

Ours is a gathering
which brings together an
outstanding community,
making a tremendous impact
on the social, political and
cultural landscape of Britain.
Islam Channel is honoured to
host such an esteemed event
and delighted to be joined by
you here tonight.
We hope you have a
memorable and enjoyable
evening, as we celebrate
the blessed occasion of Eid
al-Fitr with inspirational
speakers and world- class
entertainment.
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PROGRAMME

EVENT
PROGRAMME
7 pm

Recitation by Sheikh Zaid Tarapuri
Othman Moqbel
CEO Action for Humanity
Zara Mohammed
Secretary General MCB

7:30 pm

Starters
Action for Humanity Project fundraising
for the people of Hargeisa, Somaliland
Nabil Abdulrashid
Comedy Performance
Mohamed Ali Harrath
Chairman Islam Channel
Sir Iqbal Sacranie OBE
Senior Advisor to Islam Channel
Sir Ed Davey MP
Leader Liberal Democrats
HE Khaled Abdulaziz Al-Duwaisan GCVO
Award Presentation

9.06 pm

Maghrib & Main Course
Saif Adam
Nasheed Performance
Naz Shah MP
Shadow Home Office Minister
Dr Essa Kayd
Minsiter of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation - Republic of
Somaliland.
Afzal Khan MP
Shadow Justice Minister
Mesut Kurtis
Nasheed Performance
Desserts
Closing Remarks
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F O R EWO R D

MESSAGE FROM
FROM SIR ED DAVEY

“

I’m delighted to lend
my support to Islam
Channel’s Eid Gala
Dinner - and am so thrilled
it has returned following a
pandemic-enforced hiatus.
Eid marks a time of personal
reflection, of understanding
ourselves and our place in our
communities. It’s a wonderful
opportunity for families, friends
and neighbours to come together
and celebrate the breaking of the
fast. And there’s no better place
for this than Islam Channel’s Eid
Gala Dinner. From speeches and
dancing to a delicious meal, I’m
sure it will be a fabulous evening.

For many, this Eid will be
the first chance to celebrate
together again after two
difficult years with restrictions
on gatherings. The joys
of meeting face to face especially after so long apart
- will be immeasurable, and
I’m so pleased to join in on the
celebrations.
So to everyone celebrating Eid,
I wish you joy and peace. Eid
Mubarak!”
Sir Ed Davey MP
Leader Liberal Democrats
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راﺑﻄﺔ اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ اﻹﺳﻼﻣﻲ – ﻣﻜﺘﺐ ﻟﻨﺪن

Muslim World League London office

Our Vision
Integrating efforts in education,
introducing the moderation of Islam
and serving the community

اﻟﺮؤﻳﺔ
ﺗﻜﺎﻣﻞ اﻟﺠﻬﻮد ﻓﻲ اﻟﺘﻌﻠﻴﻢ واﻟﺘﻌﺮﻳﻒ
ﺑﻮﺳﻄﻴﺔ اﻹﺳﻼم وﺧﺪﻣﺔ اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ

46 Goodge Street, London W1t 4LU | info@mwllo.org.uk | www.mwllo.org.uk

F O R EWO R D

MESSAGE FROM
HIS EXCELLENCY DR, SHEIKH
MUHAMMAD BIN ABDULKARIM AL ISSA

H

is Excellency Dr,
Sheikh Muhammad
bin Abdulkarim Al
Issa speech – Secretary General
of Muslim World League.
His Excellency is extending his
highest verses of congratulations
and greetings to all Muslim
communities on Eid Alfitr Al
Mubarak. We also would like to
extend our gratitude to Islam
Channel’s CEO and his team
for all their tireless efforts to
spread awareness, cooperation
and build bridges between
different Muslim individuals and
organisations.

And on this occasion, we also
would like to acknowledge the
efforts of 1200 Islamic scholars
and thinkers from 129 countries
in recognition of the Charter
of Makkah declaration in May
2019 in Makkah Al Mukaramah.
A historic constitution that
enshrines the social values
of coexistence, tolerance and
inclusion of all members of
society for the prosperity and
the wellness of all.
We pray our relationships with
Islam Channel continue to
broaden the horizons of fruitful
cooperation towards our shared
values.

Islam Channel’s work
contributes to the devotion to
and spreading of the common
values in religious teachings
that are acknowledged by all
faith groups and enshrined in
the holy books.
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Al Mustafa
Welfare Trust

Give Hope,
Relief & Happiness
Visit: almustafatrust.org
Call: 020 8569 6444

100%

Charity Number: 1118492

POLICY

ZAKAT

F O R EWO R D

MESSAGE FROM
SIR IQBAL SACRANIE

I

t gives me immense
pleasure to welcome you all
back to the Islam Channel
Eid Gala Dinner, after a long but
unavoidable break, due to the
covid pandemic.
Such significant social
occasions, which bring together
the cross section of Muslim
community and its friends from
across the country to celebrate
and be entertained are even
more important than ever after
such a long hiatus.
It is a pleasure and a privilege
to be joined by so many
prominent members of the wider
community from our national to
local politicians, from community
to charitable institutions, from
businessmen to social workers
all to celebrate the success of our
community. It is a joyous occasion
to have such a high calibre of
speakers and entertainers here
to inform and entertain us. This
is a reflection of the outstanding
contribution which Muslims
make to British society.

I am delighted to be able to
share this occasion with you all.
May I ﬁnally congratulate the
Chairman of Islam Channel Mr
Mohamed Ali Harrath and his
entire team for the significant
role which Islam Channel
played in bringing together
the community during the
pandemic and now for their
return to hosting events at the
heart of the community.
Sir Iqbal Sacranie OBE
Former Founding Secretary
General MCB
Chair Board of Trustees of
Balham Masjid & Tooting
Islamic Centre
Chair Board of Trustees Memon
Association UK
Vice President International
Cooperation Platform (Turkey)
Board Member European
Muslim Forum
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SNEAKER CLEANING TRAVEL KIT
AVAIL ABLE AT

W W W . C R E P P R O T E C T . C O M

F O R EWO R D

MESSAGE FROM
ZARA MOHAMMED

B

ritish Muslims have
long played a part in the
vitality and prosperity of
our country. From coffee houses
in Elizabethan London to curry
houses in post-war Britain,
Muslim entrepreneurs have
offered exciting new businesses
and services for fellow Britons.
Almost a decade ago, the Muslim
Council of Britain’s ‘Muslim
Pound’ report shone a light on
how Muslims were contributing
to the UK’s economic success.
The report branded London to be
one of the leading world centres
for Islamic finance. As Muslims,
we also play a significant role
in the cultural and civic life of
the country, as you will see from
those gathered here today, to
celebrate Eid al-Fitr together.
Since being elected as Secretary
General of the Muslim Council of
Britain I have spoken out on key
issues impacting British Muslims
in the mainstream media,
highlighting the role which we
play and our contributions to our

country. I hope that I can play
a role in raising the profile of
the MCB, whilst demonstrating
the important position which
Muslim women hold in our
society. I was honoured to be
a keynote speaker at the G20
interfaith summit and have also
been featured in Vogue’s 25 most
influential women in the UK.
Today, Muslims are generating
billions of pounds for the UK
economy. With their spiritual,
family and economic ties to the
Muslim world, British Muslims
are a crucial bridge for a postBrexit Global Britain as it seeks
new trade partnerships. The
spirit of enterprise has been
dominant for the UK’s growing
Muslim community for the
last 50 years. Though we do
face challenges of economic
disparity made worse by the
looming cost-of-living crisis,
our community also has a rich
tradition of charitable giving
by those who have been blessed
with better means.
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I am fully aware of the value and
significance of building strong
Muslim institutions such as the
Muslim Council of Britain and
Islam Channel, which is why I am
so pleased to be part of this event
tonight. By working together,
hand in hand, we can increase our
influence and spread awareness,
which will benefit not only the
Muslim community but British
society as a whole.
I am delighted to be here with you
all tonight to celebrate Eid al-Fitr.

Charity No. 1154881

REBUILDING SYRIA

ONE VILLAGE AT A TIME
Thanks to your support we have funded the
building of a village inside Syria for 750 displaced
families. This is just the beginning: construction
of our second village has already begun!

DONATE NOW
SCAN HERE

actionforhumanity.org
0161 860 0163
@AFHcharity
@AFHcharity

F O R EWO R D

MESSAGE FROM
OTHMAN MOQBEL
Dear all
I am delighted to be with you
tonight as CEO of Action For
Humanity taking our place
as headline sponsor for Islam
Channel’s Eid Gala Dinner. I am
proud to have been personally
involved with Islam Channel
since the very beginning.
This year, we decided to take
over 10 years of experience
responding to the crisis in Syria
further afield and rebranded to
become Action For Humanity,
to reflect our worldwide
reach encompassing not only
Syria but also Yemen, Iraq,
Jordan, Lebanon, Afghanistan,
Palestine and Somalia.
Action For Humanity, which
started life as Syria Relief in 2011,
has been a charity partner of
Islam Channel since 2019. This
Ramadan, we also became a
partner of Islam Channel Urdu.
Tonight is very special to us,
not just as a celebration of
Eid al-Fitr, but also it marks
an opportunity for us to join
together in unity with Islam
Channel’s other charities’
partners. We also would

like to say thank you to the
audiences of Islam Channel
and Islam Channel Urdu for
their incredible generosity in
supporting our work to build
homes, feed families, support
livelihoods and respond to
emergencies.
Tonight, also marks the
launch of a new project, to
raise funds for the people of
Hargeisa, Somaliland, which
we hope other charities will
join together to support. On
the first night of the holy
month this year, a horrific
fire swept through the
Waheen Market in Hargeisa.
It destroyed stalls and stock,
later estimated to be worth
around 60% of Somaliland’s
GDP - not so much a bazaar,
it is an entire financial
district. This represents the
livelihoods of many families,
disproportionately affecting
women and children. When I
first heard about this terrible
disaster, I spoke to Islam
Channel’s Chairman, brother
Mohammed Ali Harrath and
together we decided that action
must be taken for the people of
Somaliland.
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Our project aims to raise
$2,000 per family to support
500 families affected by the
fire and to help them replace
their livelihoods and find
their way back to economic
independence, a total of one
million US Dollars. I hope you
will support achieving this
target, please give generously
to help and support.
I wish you have had great Eid
celebrations with families and
friends and May Allah bless you
and bless all that you do.

Othman Moqbel
CEO, Action For Humanity
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HOSTS
PROFILES
Sajid Varda
Host
Sajid is an Actor, Writer, Producer and Broadcaster. He is the
longest serving presenter on Islam Channel having started
at its inception in 2004. In 2021 with the support of the BFI,
Sajid established the charity UK Muslim Film to enhance the
representation of Muslim creatives in TV and film. He currently
serves as co-Chair of the BFI’s Screen Advisory Group.
Ayesha Tariq
Host
Ayesha is a long-serving presenter at Islam Channel spanning over
15 years in shows like City Sisters, Living the Life, The Today Show,
Coffee with Ayesha and many more. In addition to this, Ayesha set
up an organisation that supports local grassroots organisations
working with Muslims in the UK.
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CO N

ARTIST
PROFILES
Nabil Abdulrashid
Comedian
Nabil is an English comedian of Nigerian descent. In 2010, at the
age of 22, he became the youngest Black comedian to perform
stand-up at the Hammersmith Apollo. In 2020, he reached the
final of Britain’s Got Talent. Sometimes outrageous, sometimes
insightful but always hilarious.

Mesut Kurtis
Nasheed Artist
Mesut was born in Skopje, Macedonia and is of Turkish Heritage.
He combines Arabic, Turkish and English language in his nasheeds
and has a distinct and unique voice which can soothe any audience.

Saif Adam
Nasheed Artist
Saif Adam also known as Safe Adam, a British singer-songwriter
from Essex. He first entered the Islamic entertainment industry in
2012 and performed in sold out concerts all over the world. In 2021
after a 5-year break Safe came back to the industry with his vocal
only nasheeds.
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GUEST
SPEAKERS
Sir Ed Davey, MP
Leader of the Liberal Democrats
Sir Ed has been the leader of the Liberal Democrats since 2020. He
served in the coalition government as Secretary of State for Energy
and Climate Change from 2012 to 2015. An economist by training,
Sir Ed was a business consultant before he became MP in 1997.
He received a knighthood from the Queen in the 2016 New Year
Honours.
Mohamed Ali Harrath
Chairman Islam Channel
Chairman of Islam Channel TV, Mohamed Ali Harrath oversees the
operation of Islam Channel Urdu, France Islam, Teebah Foundation,
and The Dawah Project. He is also the Chairman of the Global Peace
and Unity Festival.

Sir Iqbal Sacranie OBE
Senior Advisor to Islam Channel
Sir Iqbal is the former founding Secretary General of the Muslim
Council of Britain. He has also served as Chairman and trustee of
Muslim Aid for many years. In a career spanning over four decades,
he has been involved with many community and charitable activities
both nationally and internationally. He sits on a number of boards
and committees. Sir Iqbal has been awarded with numerous awards
including an OBE in 2001 and a knighthood in 2005.
Zara Mohammed
Secretary General MCB
Zara Mohammed is a master’s graduate in Human Rights Law and a
Training and Development Consultant.
She was elected the first female, first Scot and youngest Secretary General
of the Muslim Council of Britain in February 2021. She is passionate
about community change, empowering young people, and improving
diversity and inclusion both within her communities and beyond.
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Afzal Khan MP
Shadow Justice Minister
Afzal is the Labour MP for Manchester Gorton and Parliamentary
Chair of the Labour Muslim Network. He served as Shadow
Minister for Immigration (2017-2019) and Shadow Foreign Office
Minister (2019-2020). In December 2021, he became Shadow
Minister for Legal Aid. Afzal is Vice Chair of several All-Party
Parliamentary Groups, including on British Muslims.
Naz Shah MP
Shadow Home Office Minister
Naz Shah is the Labour MP for Bradford West. She currently
undertakes the role of Shadow Minister (Home Office), having
previously been Shadow Minister for Community Cohesion and
Shadow Minister for Women and Equalities Minister. Naz is a
former chair of mental health charity Sharing Voices Bradford and
was CEO of Monster Fun & Listers Ladies Gym.

LIFETIME
A C H I E V E M E N T AWA R D
HE Khaled Al-Duwaisan
Kuwaiti Ambassador
His Excellency Khaled Al-Duwaisan is a Kuwaiti diplomat and the current ambassador to the United
Kingdom. He has held the position since 1993, making him the longest-serving ambassador in
London. He is Dean of the Diplomatic Corps in London. In 1995, he was awarded the Grand Cross of
the Royal Victorian Order by the Queen
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WORLD’S LEADING
ISLAMIC MEDIA PLATFORM
P R OV I D I N G A T RU ST E D M U SL I M
P E R SP E C T I V E SI N C E 2 0 0 4

I

in the UK and worldwide on TV

Islam Channel has been

slam Channel has been
broadcasting worldwide in
English from London since
2004 and was joined by sister
channel, Islam Channel Urdu
in 2015.
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WORLD’S LEADING
ISLAMIC MEDIA
PLATFORM

A TRUSTED
BRAND

Islam
Channel
Born

First
Live Hajj
Coverage

2004

2005

2006

Launch of the
Global Peace
& Unity Event

Over £100
million raised
for Islam
Channel
charity
partners

GPU
surpasses
100k
attendees
2009

2010

2012

Launch of
Online Live
Streaming

A whole generation
of British Muslims has
grown up with Islam
Channel as the backdrop
to their home lives.

It is trusted to provide accurate,
unbiased information and
insight – it is common for
British Muslims to time their

RELIABLE, ACCURATE AND UNBIASED
INFORMATION AND INSIGHT

Muhammad:
The Last
Prophet
released in
Cinemas

visiting the website or on TV.

focus on a Muslim audience,
when it started broadcasting
from London in 2004, earning
the love and respect of the
British Muslim community.

Islam Channel
online reach
surpasses
22 million
monthly viewers

Over £150 million
raised for Islam
Channel charity
partners

2014

2015

Islam
Channel Urdu
Launched

2016

2017

2019

Moved to our
new stateof-the-art HQ
and Studios

Launch
of Islam
Channel
Business
Awards

2020

Islam
Channel
Giving
Launched

2021

0

2022

Launch of
SMART TV
Apps

03
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Halal Certified Vitamins &
Food Supplements
Learn more at hashmats.com

CONTACT US TO BECOME AN
OFFICIAL STOCKIST:
- PHARMACIES/HEALTH CLINICS
- INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS
- GYMS/FITNESS CENTRES

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
#HEALTHISABLESSING
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@hashmatshealth

GET IN TOUCH
WITH US DIRECTLY AT

info@hashmatshealth.com
wholesale@hashmatshealth.com
+44 (0) 208 574 7515

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

SPONSORS

MEDIA PARTNERS

i s l a m c h a n n e l e i d .co m
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